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The Dell Diamond is the home field of the popular 
Round Rock Express baseball team and club. Crowds 
can swell to nearly 12,500 at some games. If the game 
isn’t your main focus, you’ll also find a swimming pool 
and a hot tub in the building. The Fireball Grill keeps 
everyone fed, and the sport court, moon jump, and 
rock-climbing wall ensure that every member of the 
family will have some fun. On Thirsty Thursdays, soft 
drinks and beer are half price. Call or visit website for 
hours, schedule, and fees. 12345

San Marcos
Located between Austin and San Antonio, San Marcos 
is within driving distance of these metropolitan areas but 
nonetheless remains a world away from big-city life. The 
spring-fed, crystal-clear San Marcos River, inhabited by 
unique plants and wildlife, is popular for tubing, snorkel-
ing, and kayaking. If good shopping is your goal, you’ll be 
thrilled with Prime Outlets and the Tanger Outlet Center. 
The city is also home to Texas State University–San Mar-
cos, Lyndon Baines Johnson’s alma mater and the only 
Texas university to have a U.S. president as an alumnus. 
Check out the museum dedicated to his college days on 
the historic downtown square. 

Aquarena Center
921 Aquarena Springs Dr., San Marcos, 78666
512-245-7570, aquarena.txstate.edu

Here at the headwaters of the San Marcos River, you can 
watch the springs bubbling up from underground as you 
ride in a glass-bottom boat. Exhibits range from endan-
gered species and ecology to history and archaeology. 
The center also includes nature trails along the Balcones 
Fault. Call or visit website for hours, fees, and tours.
1235

Wonder World Park
1000 Prospect, San Marcos, 78666
512-392-3760, wonderworldpark.com

This huge underground cave was formed 30 million 
years ago when a prehistoric ocean covered the area and 
an enormous earthquake occurred. Well-informed guides 
lead you through the cave, and other interesting attrac-
tions at the park include the 33.5-meter Tejas Observa-
tion Tower, the Anti-Gravity House, Mystery Mountain, 
wildlife petting park, a train ride, a picnic area, and a 
game room. Call or visit website for hours and fees. 
124

Uvalde
Located 129 kilometers west of San Antonio, the 
friendly town of Uvalde is where “cell phones and 
cappuccino meet homemade enchiladas and cowboy 
boots.” With the distinction of marking the beginning of 
the Texas Hill Country, this community exudes a rustic 
charm that is complemented by the intriguing history 
of the region. Uvalde provides a tempting menu of 
activities: shopping and antiquing, opera house shows, 
nature exploration at Garner State Park or Lost Maples 
State Natural Area, hunting, an 1840s-era fort, golfing, 
beautiful rivers, a fish hatchery, and an 80-million-
year-old extinct volcano.

Janey Slaughter Briscoe 
Grand Opera House
104 W. North St., Uvalde, 78801 
830-278-4184, uvaldearts.org

Built back in 1891 and carefully restored in the 
early 1980s, the Grand Opera House is the focal 
point of historic downtown Uvalde. It was once 
known as the site of many melodramas and per-

formances of plays, musicals, and cultural works. 
People came from all over southwest Texas to attend 
these events. Today the opera house stages com-
munity theater productions and concerts, as well 
as children’s theater. Call or visit website for hours 
and fees. 1235

Wimberley
The lovely village of Wimberley is tucked between Cy-
press Creek and the Blanco River, about one hour north 
of San Antonio and 45 minutes south of Austin. After a 
scenic drive, visitors will find numerous bed-and-break-
fasts and resorts scattered along cypress-lined streams 
and among green, rolling hills. Wimberley Square is 
known for its shops filled with art, antiques, clothing, 
and furniture. The annual Crawfish Festival in April is a 
must. The “Market Days” flea market, a popular tourist 
destination held on the first Saturday of each month 
from April through December, features a variety of nifty 
trinkets. 

Wimberley Zip Lines
On Four Winns Ranch. 
Visit website for directions
512-847-9990, wimberleyzipline.com

Located between Austin and San Antonio, just south of 
Wimberley, is this hidden adventure tour. Your trained 
guide will teach you about the local ecosystem of plants 
and wildlife, local history, and other interesting Wimber-
ley area facts. Then you will literally be whisked away  
at up to 48 kilometers per hour on one of the eight 
ziplines spanning 1.2 kilometers over the Wimberley 
Valley. This exciting adventure will leave you screaming 
for more. Call or visit website for hours. Admission: 
$65.125
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Tour 1
Stonewall, 
Fredericksburg, 
Kerrville
Stonewall, the birth-
place of President 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 
grows a popular variety 
of peaches, avail-
able in season at an 
abundance of roadside 
stands. Wildseed 
Farms, with more than 
80 hectares of beautiful 
wildflowers, includes 
a shop specializing in 
Texas gifts and several 
dining facilities.

One of Fredericks-
burg’s many B&B’s 
makes a great home 
base from which to 
hike Enchanted Rock, 
fly-fish the Pedernales 
River, or cruise some 
150 boutiques and 
galleries as well as the 
Admiral Nimitz Mu-
seum and the National 
Museum of the Pacific 
War. Many of the sur-
rounding countryside’s 
lavender farms and 

wineries are open for 
tours and tastings. 
Evenings mean live 
music at Luckenbach 
and the emergence of 
millions of bats from 
the Old Tunnel Wildlife 
Management Area.

Kerrville’s James 
Avery workshop creates 
classic gold and silver 
jewelry. The town’s 
Museum of Western 
Art and the Kerr Arts 
and Cultural Center add 
local flavor, as does 
the Riverside Nature 
Center. At the historic 
Y.O. Ranch, guests can 
ride horses, tour exotic 
game pastures, enjoy 
chuck-wagon dinners 
and wrap up the day 
around a campfire.

Tour 2
Boerne, Bandera
A walking tour of 
Boerne takes in Boerne 
Public Library (com-
plete with ghost tales), 
many historical homes, 
and a greenbelt called 

the Cibolo Wilderness 
Trail. Tapatio Springs 
Resort offers luxury ac-
commodations and a 
stellar golf course.

Bandera calls itself 
the Cowboy Capital 
of the World, and the 
evidence supporting 
its claim includes Fly-
ing L Guest Ranch, 
with villas designed by 
an associate of Frank 
Lloyd Wright, creekside 
barbecue dinners, and 
horseback rides along 
the creek. Rides on 
Bandera’s Running 
R Ranch explore the 
adjacent Hill Country 
State Natural Area, 
2,023 hectares of rocky 
hills, grassland, creeks, 
and oak groves. A night 
at a cabin includes a 
two-hour ride as well 
as swimming, camp-
fires, hayrides, table 
tennis, horseshoes, 
and mountain biking. 
Bandera borders the 
Medina River, good for 
cypress-shaded tubing, 

kayaking, and swim-
ming. Several operators 
rent tubes and kayaks 
and provide shuttle ser-
vice for floats of various 
durations.

Tour 3
Austin, 
Round Rock, 
Georgetown
Highlights in the 
capital city include a 
tour of the Texas State 
Capitol, a visit to the 
nearby Bob Bullock 
Texas State History 
Museum, and a tour 
of the University of 
Texas Tower. Zilker 
Park beckons with 
playgrounds, picnic 
areas, gardens, a na-
ture center, and Barton 
Springs Pool, a brisk 
20 degrees year round. 
The Rowing Dock rents 
kayaks, great for explor-
ing Lady Bird Lake, 
as are several party 
boats and Austin Duck 
Adventures tours. The 
crowds are always laid 

back at Chuy’s and 
Shady Grove on Barton 
Springs Road, both fea-
turing live music. Other 
performance venues 
here in the “Live Music 
Capital of the World” 
include Antone’s and 
the Continental Club, 
the latter located in 
the heart of the trendy 
South Congress district. 
SoCo also includes 
funky shops and a vari-
ety of restaurants, and 
boutique hotels such as 
the retro Hotel San José 
and the unconventional 
Hotel Saint Cecilia.

Dell Diamond, home 
of the Round Rock 
Express, serves up an 
old-fashioned baseball 
experience, complete 
with games and grassy 
slopes for watching 
from a blanket. Old 
Settlers Park next door 
includes the Hall of 
Fame Softball Complex, 
multiple sports fields, 
three miles of trails, a 
pond, disk golf, sand 

volleyball, and picnic 
areas.

Historic Georgetown 
attractions include 
the town square, Blue 
Hole, the Sunken 
Gardens at San Gabriel 
Park, and Veterans 
Memorial Plaza. Mul-
tiple campgrounds and 
parks make it easy 
to enjoy scenic Lake 
Georgetown, and a 50-
kilometer trail encircles 
the lake, with multiple 
access points for hikes 
or bike rides of almost 
any length.

Road Trips
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